Honors Geometry

MR. WEET


This book presents a traditional geometry course with a modern approach.  Some of the many geometric topics include angle relationships, parallel and perpendicular lines, congruence and similarity of various triangles and quadrilaterals, right triangle trigonometry, perimeter and area, volume and surface area of 3-dimensional solids, properties of circles, and transformations.  Most importantly, deductive reasoning will be used to prove certain results along the way.  The overall goal of the course is to get the student to think.  Therefore, an emphasis will be placed on problem solving skills and the explanation of thought processes.  Wherever applicable, the problems will reflect practical, real life situations and/or opportunities to brush up on algebraic skills as well.  The newly adopted Big Ideas Math program does promote discovery learning with many explorations to choose from and a vast library of online resources.  Our department has worked together to make many of these resources, along with some instructional videos that we have made, available through Blackboard.  Let the thinking and the learning begin!
Requirements: (1) Be in class on time daily, ready and equipped with your notebook,           

                              writing utensil, assignment, and laptop computer.  You can leave your 


                  textbook at home if you prefer.


(2) Ask for your work in advance for pre-determined absence(s).  
(3) If you are absent for more than 3 consecutive days, please request assignments through the office or a fellow classmate or through email, and check Blackboard for updates and announcements.

(4) You must make up all missed work (if you want the credit, that is).

(5) Please ask another student for missed notes, but certainly check in with me to get any updates and/or handouts upon your return.  Again, much of this will be available on Blackboard, so you can often get what you need ahead of time, including a video example(s) of the main objective(s) of each lesson.  Still check in with me upon return as a common practice, though, so we can communicate in person.
(6) Please refrain from using your cell phone in class unless prompted to do so or unless there is an emergency.  Please only use your computer for instructional purposes.

(7) It would be a good idea to purchase a calculator this year so that we are not spreading germs with the class set.  It does not need to be an expensive graphics calculator.

Golden Rules for classroom conduct:

1. ____Respect.

2. ____Raise your hand when you want to speak. 
GRADES:  Will be determined simply by the number of points earned divided by the number of points possible, for all grading periods.

Ex:  The final grade for the course is the total points earned for the year divided   by the total possible points. 

Points will be available through:

(1) chapter tests

(2) quizzes, including some online quizzes periodically
(3) completion homework checks 

(4) journal entries on a regular basis in Blackboard
(5) writing assignments/open-ended questions

(6) group and individual class activities or projects, incorporating technology and/or hands-on experience
(7) collected homework

(8) bonus problems at the teacher’s discretion

	90 – 100 %
	80 – 89 %   
	70 – 79 % 
	60 – 69 %
	< 60 %

	A
	B
	C
	D
	E


To clarify, I do round to the nearest whole percentage, consistent with how our computer gradebook rounds.  For example, an 89.5% would round up to a 90% A, but anything less, like an 89.4%, would be considered an 89% B.
To access the online account and the resources for Big Ideas:
I will guide the students through this process in class, shortly after they receive their district issued laptop computers.
When we are in the Hybrid Model, and if we have to shift to the Remote Model, the students will be able to interact with me and see the lessons in real time through Blackboard Collaborate.  Early in the year, students will be coached how to do this.  

***** Keep in mind, extra help will be provided as needed.  I will inform you of designated times when I will be available, plus we can arrange other possible times for these purposes.  I want to provide each student the opportunity to reach their potential.  Have a great year!  Especially this year, the theme is that we are all in this together, and we will support each other to get through this together.
                                                                                                       -Mr. Weet
